INTERNSHIP

Professional Growth and Development Opportunities

IFPRI’s spatially-disaggregated global crop production statistics dataset, SPAM (www.mapspam.info) , has been widely used across disciplines as the agricultural baseline layer in spatially-explicit analyses. Its latest version, SPAM 2010, provides a suite of global-scale maps for 42 crops on 10 km grids. Since its release in January 2019, SPAM 2010 was downloaded more than 10,000 times – recorded as the most popular dataset IFPRI ever published. Now IFPRI is preparing for SPAM 2020, and one of the most important input datasets are global sub-national crop statistics. Under the supervision of Liangzhi You (Senior Research Fellow) and working closely with Shuang Zhou (Research Analyst), the intern will join the Environment and Production Technology Division to provide research support Spatial Production Allocation Model 2020 Project. The internship provides the opportunity to develop the following skills within the context of an international research and development organization:

1. Knowledge of Agriculture Economics
2. Skills of statistical data processing and analysis
3. Spatial data structure, format and fundamental database management


Responsibilities

· Assist in Sub-national data collection, cleaning and processing
· Read literature related to spatial production allocation model
· Assemble, clean and process the tables and datasets into the required format as specified
· Learn the fundamental knowledge of spatial data and its application in Agriculture


Required Qualifications:

•	Proficient in data processing and management using Excel
•	Sound understanding of agricultural development, climate change, and risk management topics
•	Excellent communication skills

Preferred Qualifications: 

•	Ability to program in R, Python, or Java for data wrangling
•	Statistical analysis to validate crop production statistics data
•	Managing relational database systems, such as MySQL




